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The Faculty of Notaries Public In Ireland 
29th January 2026
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Practice Advisory Note

New RBO Form VIF – Part C
Dear «Title» «First_Name» «Last_Name»,
Part C of Form VIF
The Faculty has become aware from our members that a new VIF Form has issued, a copy of which I attach for convenience.
new-rbo-form-vif-part-c
This is the form that is required to be filled out by the Companies Registration Office and the Register of Beneficial Owners inter alia to identify those individuals who may not have a PPS number.
 A matter of concern to notaries has arisen in relation to annotations of the Form:
· Part A includes the statement: “Where the declaration is sworn outside of Ireland, or if the witness is in Ireland and the declarant outside the state, Part C should be completed instead by a notary public.”
· “If this form is being witnessed outside Ireland or online in Ireland (with the witness in the State and the declarant outside the State), it must be verified and stamped by a Notary Public.”
Part C of the proposed Form VIF is a statutory declaration within the meaning of the Statutory Declarations Act 1938 (as amended) and the annotations appear to suggest that such a statutory declaration can be made where the declarant is outside Ireland and the person taking the declaration – Part C specifying a notary public in such an instance – is in Ireland.
This suggestion conflicts with the laws regulating the making and taking of statutory declarations.
Statutory Declarations Act 1938, section 2
Section 2 of the Statutory Declarations Act 1938  provides:
2.—(1) Every statutory declaration shall be signed by the person making the same in the presence of the person before whom it is made and shall then be attested by the said person before whom it is made signing an attestation at the foot thereof in the form and containing the particulars set out in the form of statutory declaration in the Schedule to this Act.
There is no provision in the 1938 Act equivalent or comparable to that introduced in relation to the swearing of affidavits by the Rules of the Superior Courts (Affidavits) 2021 (S.I. No. 127/2021). The 1938 Act requires a physical appearance by the declarant before the person (such as a notary) who takes the declaration. 
Statutory Declarations made outside Ireland
Irish statute law recognises statutory declarations made outside Ireland in three circumstances only, and each of those circumstances require the declarant to appear before the person taking the declaration.
(1)  	Notarial acts by diplomatic and consular officers
Section 5(1) of the Diplomatic and Consular Officers (Provision of Services) Act, 1993 provides:
Every person to whom this section applies may, in any country or place outside the State in which he is for the time being exercising the functions of his office, administer any oath and take any affidavit, and may also do any notarial act which a notary public can do in the State, and every oath, affidavit and notarial act administered, sworn or done by or before such person in such country or place shall be as effectual as if duly administered, sworn or done by or before any lawful authority in the State.
(2)	Statutory declarations made outside Ireland, generally
Section 3A(1) of the 1938 Act, as inserted by s 50 of the Civil Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2008, provides:
(a) a statutory declaration made in a place outside the State shall be regarded as having been validly made if it is made in such a place before a person authorised under section 1 to take and receive the declaration, or
(b) a statutory declaration made in a place outside the State shall be regarded as having been validly made if it is made in such a place before a person authorised, under the law of that place, to administer oaths in that place and subsection (3), (4) or (5), as the case may be, is complied with.
In relation to paragraph (a), the persons authorised under section 1 of the 1938 Act are:
“(a) a notary public,
(b) a commissioner for oaths,
(c) a peace commissioner,
(d) a person authorised by law to take and receive statutory declarations,
(e) a judge of the District Court,”.
Whilst section 3A(1) permits the named authorised persons to take statutory declarations outside Ireland, it requires the persons making the declarations to appear before them. 
(3)	Statutory declarations made for the purposes of the Companies Act
Section 886(1) of the Companies Act 2014 provides:
A statutory declaration made in a foreign place (in pursuance of, or for the purposes of, this Act) shall be deemed to have been validly made (in pursuance of, or for the purposes of, this Act) if—
(a) it is made in that place before a person entitled under the Solicitor's Act 1954 to practise as a solicitor in the State, or
(b) it is made before a person authorised under the law of that place to administer oaths in that place and subsection (3), (4) or (5), whichever applies, is complied with.
Section 886(1) applies only to practising solicitors and not to notaries qua notaries.
Conclusion
Whilst the Companies Act 2014 and the European Union (Anti-Money Laundering: Beneficial Ownership of Corporate Entities) Regulations 2019 (grant the Registrar power to specify how information is furnished to them as Registrar, that power does not extend to enabling the making of statutory declarations other than in accordance with the statutory provisions referred to above.  
The Faculty has notified the Registrar of the issue and requested that as an interim measure that the new form be withdrawn.
The procedure envisaged for the making and taking of the statutory declaration in Part C of the Form would render any Irish notary who was to follow same to be breach of his or her statutory and ethical obligations.  
Members are reminded of their obligations under the Professional Practice Regulations and the Code of Conduct and lest there be any confusion The Faculty confirms that such statutory declarations must be administered in accordance with the statutory requirements as set out above. Failure to do so may give rise to disciplinary procedures should this come to the attention of The Faculty.  
In the event that Members received such requests they are advised to furnish a copy of this advisory which sets out the current position. 
The Faculty is actively engaging with the Registrar in an effort to be of assistance to them in resolving the issue in such a way as preserves the integrity of the information that is required. We will keep you updated with any developments.
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